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Looking ahead to summer!


Summer is almost here and there is promise in the air. But given this late date what should students be thinking about? There is much to do no matter what grade you are about to enter, even if you are off to university next year. 





Summer is literally around the corner and with it comes thoughts of sitting on the beach, going off to summer exciting summer program or engaging in an internship. So, what should you be doing to make the most of your summer vacation?


Summer plans are all well and good and depending on what you have planned there are a few things you should keep in mind. 


First of all, have a plan. I don’t mean what you should do, but more importantly how to get the most out of what you are doing. For instance, if you are engaging a summer program of the academic nature, spend some time talking with your teacers or professors about their background. Where did they go to university? What courses did they find valuable while at school? How did they get the most out of their education? 


If you working this summer spend some time talking to various people in the company about their jobs and the educational path they followed to get there. See what they do and ask them about their roles in the company. What was their major? What do they think are important things to learn at university? Where did they go to school? Take some time to speak with Human Resource personnel; they are the folks who screen job applicants. Ask them about what they look for in prosepective employees. 


If you are hanging around at home, sitting on the beach, or traveling, take time to do a couple of things. Read, read read. Take some time to think about yourself, set some goals for returning to school – goals that you can keep. Most importantly, take some time to do some introspection. Thank about the year you just finished. What did you learn? What did you do that was successful or not? What can you do better? Finally, think ahead – where do you want to go to university? What will it take to be a successful applicant? 


Remember that no matter what you do this summer there are lots of ways of looking at your summer plans. Make sure you make the most out it. Below are some concrete things you definitely should be doing this summer – specifically visiting universities and working on your applications (grade 11 or year 12 students).
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HGIEC News to Know





Visiting Schools – Planning a series of university or college visits takes time. Plan ahead and plan to take the appropriate amount of time discovering the schools and their environs. Obviously you cannot possibly visit every school on your list but set out to visit the most important schools. It makes no sense what so ever visiting only the top schools. First of all, your chances are being admitted are slim. I am not saying don’t visit them, just be reasonable. Second, don’t start your trip with you first choice school. You already know it is great, the idea is to see other schools you may not be so familiar with. Save your top for last as a confirmation of what you already know. Besides, if you start with #1 first, it will taint your perspective on the other schools you visit. 


Make sure that you visit the schools websites to get a clear idea of what to expect when you visit. The website will clearly state what their policy is on visits, times of tours, interview possibilities, and what will happen while you are on campus. If the school is a small, give them a call to set up a time for your visit. See if you can meet with an admission officer and if possible, have an interview. Don’t expect large schools to provide much more than a tour and information session. 


Finally, make sure you spend more time in the area than just the visit. Remember this is where you may live for four years. Make sure you are comfortable with the environment. For more information on visiting universities, see my guide “How to Visit a University”. 





Application time? No way!


Well, actually if you are a rising Senior or Grade 13 student summer is a great time to get a number of things accomplished to ease the pain of completing applications. While many applications will  not be available until after schools starts in August, the Common Application will go live August 1, 2011. 


The summer is a great time to get started on a number of things. First, collect all the data you need to complete some of the biographical data you know will be coming. If you are unsure of what is coming on the application go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.commonapp.org" �www.commonapp.org� and download the paper version of the application. While you will not complete the paper version when you apply, the paper version is pretty much exactly the same.


So start collecting information like where your parents when to university. What did they study? Did they earn advanced degrees? Where do they work? Starts building your resume by remembering everything you have done in high school. This means either Grade 9 or Year 10. Your school most likely uses Navinace/Family Connection and they have a great resume-building tool. Use it! Gathering all this information will help you accomplish two things. First, most applications – Common Application or another type, will ask you to list your main activities and interests. 


Second, it will allow you to see the themes and trends of what you are interested in both in school and outside.  Why is this important? One of the essays you have to write about is one activity and why it is important to you. The other reason is that if you see a trend, it may be the information you need to write one of your main essays. 


Speaking of essays, summer is a great time to get working on these.   The essays are not that hard, but they do take time. So, take the time to do them right and do them well. If you are planning on using the Common Application, the essays on the paper version are exactly the same as the online one. The topics for next year have not changed. Getting several drafts of this essay done will get you through the majority of the work you have to complete for your application.


If you spend the time over the summer you will be so glad you did. Applying to university is not hard, it just takes time. Next school year will have plenty to do with school, get the application out of the way or at least a good chunk so you can focus on the most important part of next year – doing well in school. 


Finally, if you do spend some time visiting universities this summer, make sure you spend sometime learning as much as you can about the school and why you really want to go there. There will be an essay, most likely on this topic. 


So, there you go. More work! Sorry.








Researching Universities


So how to go about researching universities. There are toms of tools to access and many of them can be found on the Internet. There are also plenty of books you can find in your school library, counseling office or through bookstores. 


Notice that I did not mention magazines. Everyone seems to be interested in US News and World Report Rankings. It is terribly important to not focus on ranking for several reasons. First of all, the criterion used to determine ranking usually has very little to do with education and particularly the kind of education which is best for you. We could argue that the top ranked schools provide top ranked education. But there are lots of great schools that do not participate in rankings. Reed College for one does not complete the surveys to be considered by US News. Why? Because they do not believe that students should be influenced by rankings. Reed, by the way is a fabulous Liberal Arts school. Second, while the school may be “the best” school the program you are interested in at that school may be the worst. Finally, with over 3,000+ colleges and universities in the US alone, there are all types of schools to choose from. Enter the process with an open mind and find the best school for you.


So let’s start with books because sometimes the written word is the best. There are several big books that just provide data. Books like those produced by College Board and Princeton Review for the US or The Big Guide for the UK are just good solid books. 


There are some smaller books which may prove more helpful in starting the search process. The Fiske Guide is one of the best places to start. Other book may include Colleges That Change Lives; Eight First Choices Beyond the Ivies are other excellent choices. In fact, starting with Colleges That Change Lives would be the best place to start. 


This little book may shatter any preconceived notions you have about what college is and should be about. Loren Pope, who died recently, wanted to seek out colleges that truly made the difference in educating students. 


Another great choice is Princeton Reviews 371 Best Colleges. This book not only includes hard facts about the school, but also includes information based on student interviews. In addition, there is a section where you can see what other schools students liked who applied to particular schools. 


Internet Sources


There are lots and lots of Internet sources for searching colleges. If you are thinking about applying to the UK, there really is only one source - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ucas.com" ��www.ucas.com�. UCAS is the one stop shop for all students considering the UK as a destination. Not only is there information about each school and the courses offered, UCAS is also the portal through which you will apply to university. 


For students considering the US, there are tons. Here are a few solid choices for you to consider. 


College Confidential: � HYPERLINK "http://www.collegeconfidential.com" ��www.collegeconfidential.com� is a wonderful resource for anything you want to know about a particular school. There is information about the campus, the food, the best dorms and more. There is also a blog function where you may post questions you have. 


Other choices:


Unigo: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unigo.com" ��www.unigo.com�


UCAN: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ucan.com" ��www.ucan.com�


College Navigator: http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator


There are some other great places to that you may not know about: 


Facebook, UTube, and iTunes all have college information that you may find helpful. 


Finally, you may find it surprising but the schools own website is perhaps one of the best sites to visit to find out about a school. Colleges and universities spend a great deal of time and money making their websites user friendly to prospective students. 


So, happy hunting!!!


If you have questions, shoot me an email: hsgregg45@gmail.com
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